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“And Who Is My Neighbor?”

That is the question posed to Jesus by an expert in the law in Luke
10:29. Jesus goes on to explain the parable of the Good
Samaritan. The story tells how a man fell into the hands of robbers and was left to die. A priest came by, but
walked by on the other side of the road. The Levite took the same way out as he passed by. Then came the
Samaritan who took pity on the fallen man, bandaged him, took him to an inn and paid for someone to look
after him. Jesus’ question back to the expert in the law, “Which of these three was a neighbor to the fallen
man?” “The one who had mercy,” was the expert’s reply. “Go and do likewise,” were Jesus final words.

It is a good reminder to all of us that our neighbors are not just those across our backyards, but also all those
whom we cross paths with each day. Actually, most of us could all use a little help in knowing our neighbors
next door as well. Jesus, however, was reminding us our neighbors might be those in need. But doesn’t it get a
little overwhelming with the fast paced world we now live in?

With global news coverage going 24 hours a day, the Internet giving worldwide
access, and now instant communication, we are bombarded with information. Our
“neighbors” become those from many nations, besides our own looking for help in
their desperation. We are more aware than ever before of natural disasters, wars,
and oppression. It starts to mess with our minds. We cannot take it all in. Sensory
overload might cause us to shut down, turn off and retreat. Something is broken but
we can’t fix it, so why even try.

d. |

Even in our own local community, is ministering to kids and families really making
any difference? We know it is. But we can’t get overwhelmed with the big picture; it makes a difference when
we touch one at a time. We may canvass a large area, draw a crowd, and deliver a good message, but the
difference that is really made for the longer haul involves taking time with one child or family at a time.

We are blessed at PowerLink to have a great group of workers who see and understand that winning over one at
a time is important. Our workers’ faithfulness has proven to children that they care. Their positive influence in
the children’s lives leaves a memory and a bond. They may only cross our paths for a season, but these children
and families are loved on, and ministered to, by “good Samaritans.”

Though we live in more and more of a virtual world and have a tendency to
become closed up in our own bubble, God is still looking for those who are
willing to be the good neighbor. He is looking for us to ““go and do likewise!”
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