
The following is a devotion from Pastor Bill Wilson we 
shared with our volunteers recently. 
 
“I may be out on a limb, but that’s where I belong.” 
 
Joel Aronsen needed a heart transplant. He didn’t have the money or the insurance coverage to pay for the 
operation, but he did have a friend, Steve Wallenda of the Flying Wallendas, a family of high, wire circus 
performers. 
 
Wallenda told Joel, “I’m here to save your life,” and he erected a high wire in the parking lot of the Rawhide 
Amusement Park in Scottsdale, Arizona. Mounting the forty, foot, high wire, Wallenda announced that he 
would stay up there for four days straight to raise funds for his friend’s operation. 
 
Wallenda didn’t wait for anyone to tell him what he could do to help. He just saw the need and then did 
something a little risky to fix it. No talking. No committee. No planning. Just some unconventional, effective 
action. A better example of someone going out on a limb to help a friend cannot be found. 
 
How often do you see people, especially Christians, afraid or unwilling to go out on a limb? Even when 
immediate action is necessary, people will back away at the slightest risk. They’ll say, “That sounds important, 
but financially it would really put the church out on a limb. We’d better not do it.” They somehow think that 
taking a risk isn’t “Christian.” Wrong! 
 
Taking effective, necessary risks is one of the most Christian things you or your church can do. Simply put, 
Christ challenges us to be fruitful in our ministry. A tree bears fruit out on the limb—not close to the trunk or 
safely on the ground, but out there exposed to the sun, wind, and rain. So, where do you need to be if you want 
to be fruitful? The very same place, out on a limb! 
 
Think about your place out on the limb today, a place you can do some real good. Now, consider this: Where 
did Jesus die for you? He died with His arms stretched out on a limb. That’s what limbs are made for. 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while 
every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful.” (John 15:1, 2). 
 
We are encouraged to know we are where the Lord wants us, working outside the walls to reach kids 
and families.  And we are even more encouraged by those who support us through service, prayer, 
and giving into this ministry.  You are right out there on the limb with us! 
 
Serving Him, 
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Karl praying with a young boy at PowerLink. 




