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My Plans vs. His Plan

It was all set to go... | was supposed to have gone to
Myanmar this month for a week before heading to
Bangladesh to train at a children’s conference. Then

came the news that many of you have already heard, Myanmar was breaking out into violence
against its own people. After consulting the Lord and a few wise men, it seemed right to cancel the
plans for Myanmar.

Myanmar is right up there with North Korea in human rights violations,
and may have now moved up a notch. Blackmail and the black market is
a way of existing in life, if you have anything to bargain with. The fear of
the military is easily seen in the people’s eyes.

PowerLink has visited Myanmar 4 times in the last few years, doing

pastors conferences, ministering to orphans, being a part of Bible School :
graduations, and falling in love with the people. Many of you know what | Black market fuel.
am talking about. When you have relationship with a people that are being
abused by an authoritarian military leadership it means a lot more to you in your heart.

But God is in charge. He is sovereign. Strange to think, but even as the monks stirred the initial
uprising of the people, my thoughts turned to how God will even use the Buddhists monks to help set
people free, at least physically. Now, it hasn’'t happened, and the likelihood is hard to see in the
situation as it is now, but our God is up to something in that country.

Unlike other countries where we have been doing training in children’s
ministry, the government of Myanmar may have pushed a bit too far
recently. In communist countries like Viet Nam and China, oppression is
there, but the governments seem to keep enough people satisfied to
keep all-out revolution to a minimum. Myanmar’s military has been _ .
extremely brutal. They railed against the leaders of the country’s main ‘! A% A '
religion. A religion previously used by the military to help keep the 8L s V)
people in bondage and with no eternal hope and living in fear. Former monk now attending
Christian church services.

The Burmese people are a strong lot and the persecuted Christians

there are just waiting for God to open the door of freedom for them to share openly of the hope
found in Jesus Christ. Thank you for your prayers for Myanmar and our brothers and sisters there.
Thanks, too, for your support and prayers for the training in Bangladesh this month. There will be
over 500 children’s ministers from all over Bangladesh at this conference!
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