JUNE 2008

MINISTRIES, INC.

The Least of These

Matthew 25:31-46

"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels
with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. [32] All
the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate
the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. [33] He will put the sheep on his
right and the goats on his left.

[34] "Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. [35] For | was hungry and you gave
me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in,
[36] I needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to
visit me.'

[37] "Then the righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and
give you something to drink? [38] When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and
clothe you? [39] When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?'

[40] "The King will reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did for me.'

[41] "Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. [42] For | was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, | was thirsty and
you gave me nothing to drink, [43] | was a stranger and you did not invite me in, | needed clothes and you did
not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me.’

[44] "They also will answer, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or
sick or in prison, and did not help you?'

[45] "He will reply, 'l tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do
for me.'

[46] "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life."

This passage on the final judgment proves the scripture in Hebrews 4:12 true,” for the word of God is living and
active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow;
it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”” It is a difficult passage since as we read how the sheep and
the goats are separated, we are left wondering which group we find ourselves.

This whole passage indicates our righteousness or unrighteousness is based on how we handle the least of these.
It is not through grand works or positions, not through busyness or closing ourselves off, but through acts of
kindness, mercy and justice toward the least of these. Tougher yet is to understand that what we do or don’t do
for the least, we do or don’t do to Jesus Himself. Not for Jesus but to Jesus.

As we head out with the truck this summer into the community, we are reminded to keep our eyes open for
Jesus in all we encounter so we may be counted in as one of the sheep. We are blessed to be able to go do it!
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